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MEMBER FOR YOKINE 
Personal Explanation - Resignation from Ministry 

MR R.C. KUCERA (Yokine - Minister for Disability Services) [9.02 am] - by leave:  For over 40 years I 
have faithfully served my state as a senior police officer and, more recently, as a minister of the Crown, always 
with the highest integrity.  When I was asked by Geoff Gallop to join him and the Australian Labor Party, I saw 
this as a new way to continue to serve the people of Western Australia with honour and integrity.   

After 35 years of diligent police service, my superannuation is a sizeable amount.  When I entered Parliament, 
my police service superannuation was placed into a privately managed fund under the control of a financial 
adviser.  I signed full authority over to that financial adviser to purchase and sell shares without my involvement 
in the superannuation fund.  My wife retired to give me her support, and her superannuation was similarly placed 
into a privately managed fund that was controlled by the same financial adviser.  I was of the view that because 
we had no day-to-day involvement in the management of our funds, there was no need to declare potential 
conflicts of interest.  Despite that, I felt it was my duty to report to both Parliament and the cabinet secretary the 
contents of those funds.  I have never failed to disclose either my or my wife’s pecuniary interests.  It is ironic 
that the media and the opposition have been able to report so widely on our financial affairs simply because we 
have been so open in our disclosures.  I was sure that everything I had disclosed had been within the highest 
standards set by the Premier and his government.   

However, since this matter has been raised, and after careful examination of everything I have done and from 
advice I have been given in relation to this matter, I now recognise that there has been a breach of the ministerial 
code of conduct.  That breach involves my duty to bring to the Premier’s attention in cabinet meetings held last 
year the fact that my and my wife’s superannuation funds both held parcels of Alinta shares, even though I could 
not be certain that our managed portfolios held those shares at that particular time.  Despite my full disclosure, 
however, I now see that it was my responsibility, and my responsibility alone, to ensure that I was aware of any 
potential conflict that may have arisen.  My duty was to inform the Premier that I faced a possible or perceived 
conflict of interest, given that Alinta might be a bidder for the Dampier to Bunbury gas pipeline.   

My wife and I have never sought to make any gain from public life.  I have always been a man of honour, and I 
have always lived by the principles of honesty and integrity.  As such, my personal integrity will not allow me to 
do anything other than admit that I was at fault.  Integrity has always been the hallmark of my career.  It also 
underpins my belief in the Westminster system and the values under which this government operates.  As a 
result, I believe the only option available to me was to ask the Premier to accept my resignation as a minister of 
the Crown in Western Australia.  The Premier has accepted my resignation.  I have made my decision, and I do 
not intend to discuss it with the media or my colleagues.  What I do intend to do is to continue to serve the good 
people of Yokine and Western Australia, as I have done for the past 40 years.  
 


